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ALFRETON URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health

To the Chairman and Members of the

Alfreton Urban District Council.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting my Annual Report for the year

1968.

It is a pleasure to work in a town which is now firmly set to

go forward. Reference was made in a previous report to changes in

industry from coal mining to many and varied types of work. Com-
ment on this is made under the heading “Disturbances”.

With the local change there have been distant rumblings of

changes leading to local government changes. The spate of reports,

comments and meetings have caused a great deal of thought.

Our local change so far has been only part of a massive up-

heaval in all fields of work.

Since the war and especially lately general practitioners have
been slowly absorbing new ideas and developments. For example
Health Visitor attachment, nurse co-operation and more use of

“social” services. Hospital services and Ambulance services have
changed remarkably and plans for new hospitals emphasise the

dramatic changes in methods. Travel to the moon and surgical trans-

plants are only the tip of the very rapid advancement of technology.

A tremendous amount of work and developments as a result of these

projects have yet to enter our lives.

Many of our ways need radical rethinking. To name one. Is it

correct to build houses with an expected life of over 60 years with
the knowledge that they are often out of date by the time they are
built and long before they are paid for?

How do we control the human factors? The personal relation-

ship between ourselves, the public, staff in other offices, fields of
work, etc. By rule and regulation or by general broad principles?

How do we deal with the awkward or noisy neighbour, the
prevention of drug addiction and the avoidance of cigarette smoking?
There are many questions.

How far are these educational problems? Do they belong in the
ordinary school or in “further” education? Is this Communitv
Health?

J

Your staff have worked hard and with vigour. My thanks to
them for their comments, co-operation and assistance.

The interest of members of the Council in health topics is

welcome.

It is a pleasure to note the interest of members who attend
meetings and conferences outside the area.

I am,
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

Your Obedient Servant,

P. WEYMAN,
Medical Officer of Health.
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STATISTICS

The Statistics which appear in this report have been compiled

from information received from a number of sources throughout the

year.

They are kept to a minimum in this report but some are

necessary so that comparisons can be made with previous years.

The Registrar of Births and Deaths for Alfreton supplies a

weekly return giving details of births and deaths occurring in the

area.

Notifications of infectious disease are sent in by the Medical

Practitioners and in cases of Tuberculosis sometimes by the Chest

Physicians and Hospital Medical Officers.

The notification of suspected cases is most important, for

instance in poliomyelitis, food poisoning and dysentery. Telephone

communications are much appreciated and can save a great deal of

time.

Additional information about infectious disease and undiag-

nosed illnesses comes from hospitals, school teachers, parents, health

visitors and casual conversations.

At weekly and quarterly intervals, details regarding infectious

disease, births and deaths, are received from the Registrar General.

This enables a watch to be kept on any unusually prevalent disease

in the County, or surrounding districts or towns.

Information received from Medical Officers of Health or Port

Medical Officers about travellers leads to surveillance of persons

arriving from Smallpox areas. Sometimes contacts of paratyphoid

cases require examination to ensure that they are free from disease.

Many points occur during the year and are dealt with in a

routine manner.

POPULATION
The population of the Urban District at 30th June, '< 968, was

estimated by the Registrar General as 22,600. This is a decrease of

50 from the estimate made at the same time in 1967.

BIRTHS
364 live births were registered, giving a crude birth rate per

thousand of the population of 16.1. This figure when adjusted for

comparison purposes by the application of the comparability factor

of 1.06 is 17. This can be compared with an England and Wales rate

of 16.9.

INFANT MORTALITY
Five infant deaths were recorded. These give a mortality rate

per 1,000 live births of 14.0. This can be compared with an England

and Wales rate of 18.0.
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PERINATAL MORTALITY
The number of still births and infant deaths occurring under

the age of one week is 6, giving a rate per 1,000 live and still births

of 16.0. The following table gives the figures for the last five years.

Rate per thousand Rate for England

Year

1964
1965

1966
1967
1968

Number live and still births and Wales

9 25.2 28.2

9 25.3 26.9

9 27.9 26.3

14 43.0 25.4

6 16.0 25.0

STILL BIRTHS
The 3 still births registered give a rate per 1,000 births (live

and still) of 8.0. This can be compared with an England and Wales

rate of 14.0.

DEATHS
235 deaths were registered. This gives a crude death rate per

thousand of the population of 10.4, which after adjustment by the

application of the comparability factor of 1.14 is 11.8, and can

be compared with a rate of 11.9 for England and Wales.

Deaths from Individual Diseases

The 235 deaths are set out in Table 5 according to cause and

sex.

Disease of Heart and Circulatory System

128 deaths occurred in this group, 72 males and 56 females.

Cancer
44 deaths, 25 males and 19 females, make this the second

largest group. The death rates per thousand of the population are

set out in the Summary of Statistics with comparative figures for

England and Wales.

There were 11 deaths from cancer of the lung and bronchus,
8 men and 3 women.

Pneumonia and Bronchitis

There were 13 deaths from pneumonia and 14 deaths from
bronchitis.

Maternal Deaths
There were no maternal deaths registered in the District.

Tuberculosis

An elderly woman died from respiratory tuberculosis and an
elderly man from non-respiratory tuberculosis.
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Accidents

3 persons, a baby, a man and a woman, died as a result of

accidents.

An elderly woman died from burns after her clothing caught
alight from a gas fire, a baby after receiving head injuries at home
and a middle-aged man after being involved in a motor vehicle acci-

dent.

Suicide

Two persons, an elderly man and a middle-aged woman,
committed suicide by carbon monoxide (coal gas) poinsoning.

INFECTIOUS DISEASE
37 cases of infectious disease were notified. The incidence

of individual diseases was:—Measles 25, Scarlet Fever 4, Infective

Jaundice 3, Whooping Cough 2, Pneumonia 1, Puerperal Pyrexia 1,

Tuberculosis 1.

New Regulations came into force during the year. There is

comment later in the report.

Measles

25 cases were notified. This follows the small number of cases

notified in 1967—this may be due in some measure to the new
measles vaccine but it is possibly too early yet to say.

Infective Jaundice

3 cases were notified—one in a young person, the others were

over 65 years of age.

This disease became notifiable from the 15th June, 1968.

Tuberculosis

Only one new case of respiratory tuberculosis was notified

—

this is the lowest figure ever recorded in the Urban District and

is in keeping with the low incidence of the disease since 1960.

The former Table which listed the number of notifications of

tuberculosis over the last 10 years has now been discontinued as

it is felt that this no longer serves a useful purpose.

NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE

After many years of grumbling about out of date regulations

the legislation about notification of infectious disease was revised

and the new regulations came into force on 1st October, 1968.

The most useful work was to bring together enactments from

many years under one heading for easy reference.

The second point was to revise the list of notifiable diseases,

excluding some conditions not now necessary under old names and

to add diseases which it was important to observe and deal with.
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That some of us continue to be dissatisfied may be 01 f fault

or that of those concerned with compiling the new fis^s *

Some of the problems arising from the control of diseases are

not properly appreciated. ^
It is important to notify what appear to be first cases. One

case does not make an outbreak but it provides evidence of the

presence of infection arising from somewhere. Secondly the doctor

notifying may not know if it is the first case in the area. It is

important to notify all cases.
.

Information about the cause of infection can be obtained and

this knowledge used to control further spread. Possible contacts

can be warned, checked and possibly protected against the disease.

The explanatory note accompanying the regulations is appended

below:

—

“These Regulations consolidate with amendments all previous

Regulations relating to the notification and prevention of infectious

disease except the Public Health (Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regu-

lations 1925.

Certain infectious diseases were defined as notifiable diseases by

the Public Health Act, 1936, and all sections relating to the preven-

tion and notification of disease in that act and in the Public Health

Act, 1961, applied automatically to them. Regulations made under

the Act of 1936 applied various of those sections, mainly relative

to notification, to other infectious diseases, and authorised certain

measures for preventing the spread of disease. The Health Services

and Public Health Act, 1968, has amended the list of notifiable

diseases and certain relevant sections of the earlier Acts.

These Regulations:

—

(i) apply specific sections of the three Acts to the diseases

listed below;

(ii) prescribe the duties of a medical officer of health with

respect to notifications and to returns and reports of

disease, superseding certain provisions in the Public Health
Officers Regulations 1959 and the Public Health Officers

(Port Health Districts) Regulations 1959;

(iii) authorise certain measures for preventing the spread of

disease.

The diseases for which provision is made
are:

—

by these regulations

Acute encephalitis

Acute meningitis

Acute poliomyelitis

Amoebic dysentery

Anthrax
Bacillary dysentery

Diphtheria

Infective jaundice

Leprosy
Leptospirosis

Malaria

Measles

Paratyphoid fever

Scarlet fever

Tetanus
Tuberculosis

Typhoid fever

Whooping cough
Yellow feverOphthalmia neonatorum
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The principal changes from the earlier Regulations are:

—

(a) any obligation to notify a case of disease now rests solely

on a medical practitioner;

(b) changes and additions are made to the list of diseases
which are to be notified and of the sections which apply
to each disease (as set out in schedule 2); in particular,

acute primary pneumonia, acute influenzal pneumonia
acute rheumatism and puerperal pyrexia are no longer to

be notified, and tetanus and yellow fever require for the
first time to be notified;

(c) leptospirosis, hitherto to be notified only in certain areas,

is to be notified throughout England and Wales;
(d) the powers of a medical officer of health of a district to

vaccinate contacts of persons suffering from smallpox have
been extended to other diseases;

(e) all documents relating to notifications are to be treated as

confidential;

(f) the powers of a local authority to require a person to

stop work, in order to prevent spread of infection, are

extended to permit action in cases of food poisoning.

The regulations come into force on the same day as the relevant

sections of the Health Services and Public Health Act, 1968

—

namely, 1st October, 1968.”

The Medical Officer of Health has been authorised as recom-
mended by the Department of Health and Social Security to take

action as required under the new Regulations.

As far as treatment of the diarrhoeal diseases is concerned the

success of modern antibiotic therapy (even if used in rather a

blunderbuss fashion) has made matters much easier.

Of considerable worry, however, is the recent knowledge of

the possibility that resistance developed in one strain of organisms
may be passed on to another strain, rather like an infectious disease

is passed. As a result the raising of strains of resistant organisms

leads to increased danger for the future. Further knowledge may
avert this but the danger exists now for the very young and the

old and the enfeebled.

The use of antibiotics for various purposes not associated with

control of active known organisms needs close control. Perhaps

more suitable products might be used in the animal industry to

avoid this after further research.

Vaccination against Measles

During the year vaccination against measles commenced. The
background to this procedure was given briefly to your Health

Committee as follows:

—

“The main medical argument in favour of immunisation against

measles in this country is the frequency with which potentially

serious complications of the disease occur. An inquiry by the Public
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Health Laboratory Service (Brit. med. J., 1964 ii, 75) mto more

than 50,000 of the cases notified in 1963 revealed that about 1 in

every 15 persons with measles suffered from a potentially serious

complication. Severe bronchitis or pneumonia was reported in 38

per 1,000 cases: otitis media in 25 per 1,000 cases, and neurological

disturbances in 4 per 1,000, of which a quarter (i.e. 1 per 1,000

cases) showed impaired consciousness or evidence of encephalitis.

Just over one per cent, of all cases were admitted to hospital. Noti-

fications of measles in alternate years have regularly exceeded

500,000; the highest figure yet recorded was 763,531 in 1963. Noti-

fication is, of course, known to be incomplete and the true figure

in an epidemic year may be substantially larger.”

Perhaps in time to come measles will be a rare disease in this

country.

DRUGS — Use and Misuse

It must be clearly realised that there are two aspects here.

These are:

—

(1) The proper use of drugs for treatment and maintenance of

health and life.

(2) The improper use of drugs for their effect whether for

stimulation or bizarre effect.

Modern medicine requires the taking of a considerable number
of tablets for the treatment of any particular disease—sometimes

a considerable number of different tablets at the same time. Many
people neglect to do this properly and systematically and their

doctor does not always check satisfactorily. A proper score sheet

needs to be kept so that no mistake can be made.

All this results in accumulation of tablets in cupboards and on

sideboards. Some visits reveal an interesting museum collection, all

of which should have been put down the lavatory basin when treat-

ment finished. “I might need it again”—not an unusual comment.
Ignorant of possible dangers, deterioration over the years, or temp-

tation to a visitor (a small child) to try them.

“I might need it again” can lead to casual experiments without

medical advice. Is this wise? Are doctors’ directions specific enough
and positive enough.

Here is a source of drugs for the unscrupulous. But scattered

about in small quantities it may not be of much concern from
this point of view.

Occasionally the condemnation of drug taking (meaning im-
proper use) leads to concern by those who must take drugs, for

instance insulin for diabetes, epanutin for epilepsy, year after year.

Some telephone calls have been received and it was possible to

reassure these people.

Modern methods of “news” dissemination and propaganda
means that most people receive a working knowledge of both good
and bad issues very rapidly. Even with proper presentation there
are always a few experimenters.
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HEALTH EDUCATION
Issue of information about many topics of health education

continued during the year. Posters and leaflets were used.
The formation of the new Health Education Council was wel-

comed. It will be interesting to see how it tackles the problems
which give rise to so much difficulty. Basically this is the old prob-
lem of “it can’t happen to me”. This is quite common even amongst
the mentally priviledged. More difficult to deal with are the

mentally under-privileged. Perhaps this group are more involved
with doing things which give satisfaction at the time without thought
for the future and cannot give consideration to the results of their

actions. Whilst this group probably provide a constant captive TV
audience—is their response mostly to stimulation and emotional
conflicts?—if there is any measurable response at all.

Is this the group that need swaddling clothes, (consumer pro-

tection, etc.), all their lives? Foreign travel often reveals poor basic

knowledge. Accompanying Couriers must have saved many disasters

to tourists in their care.

One of the pleasures in this post is to meet families who have
responded to all the health education and general education topics.

There are many of these. These meetings would happen more
often if it were not that attention is always being given to families

in difficulty or who are not responding to help or who are in-

adequate in some way.

After five years at mother’s knees and ten long years of “edu-

cation” are the results as good as we can get?

ADVENTURE PLAYGROUNDS
Is there some way in which this concept can be developed for

older age groups whose adventure playgrounds, at present, consist

of public places, such as public lavatories and telephone kiosks?

BACKACHE AND DESIGN
As a result of casual conversations it was considered to be of

interest to make a brief report as follows:

—

“There are many medical causes of this condition and these

should be excluded by the family doctor.

(a) Car Seats

It is not unusual to find that an adult commences to have

backache after exchanging his car or has stopped having backache

when his car is changed.

Some car seats are badly designed, particularly for long

journeys, and the driver’s back is not properly supported.

Part of the problem arises because a car driver often takes less

exercise than a pedestrian and thus requires careful support be-

cause of poor muscular tone!
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More attention is given to both these problems nowadays but

the car driver should be more generally aware of the problem.

(b) Beds
Many beds are designed with a spring mattress and a spring

under-mattress.

In time sag develops.

As a result the body lies at an angle. Some persons with trouble-

some backache find relief by putting boards under the top mattress.

Not always at first appreciated but the relief after a few nights

soon overcomes this.

Apart from cars and furniture design the problem is accentu-

ated in middle age by increasing weight and reduction in exercise.

Thus thought and behaviour can avoid often tiresome and

painful conditions and in many cases relieve them.

(c) Office Furniture

Table heights and chair heights may need adjusting or varying

to accommodate adults of different sizes.

Wrong heights can lead to poor posture and backache.

Not enough attention is paid to this type of problem.”

KITCHEN DESIGN FOR THE DISABLED
The British Red Cross Society in a Welfare Service Bulletin

refer to a book by the Disabled Living Action Group of the Central

Council for the Disabled entitled “A Pilot Study of Disabled

Housewives in their Kitchens”.

Apart from the value of this work the comment in the bulletin

states that there is “a high accident risk to some disabled in the

poor design of kitchens”.

Your Medical Officer would confirm this. Few kitchens are

designed and mainly consist of a room in which equipment is ac-

cumulated.

Perhaps we should bear this in mind—not only for the disabled

but for everyone.

CLEAN AIR
Smoke Control (Personal)

11 deaths were due to cancer of the lung and bronchus. 8 men
and 3 women.

Cigarette smoking continues to be a problem. Apart from smell,

dirt, liability to cause fires, disfigured hands and unwisely spent
cash the contribution towards disease is frightening. There is an
annual national increasing death rate from lung cancer equivalent
to wiping out a small town each year.

Lung conditions, bronchitis, etc., need more prolonged treat-

ment in cigarette smokers than in non-smokers and more time off

work. Possibly a contribution towards heart disease, gastritis, and
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in expectant mothers a smaller developed baby than expected are

some of the other types of wreckage lying in the wake of mass
machine produced cigarettes.

There are moments of pleasure when it is found that mind
has triumphed again and there are people who can give it up and
have no intention of starting again.

It is still common at medical examinations of adults to find the

red throat and stained fingers which label the addict.

HOME SAFETY
Alfreton and Ripley Urban Districts have a Joint Home Safety

Committee. The Committee meets regularly every two months. The
regular attendance of many members is pleasing to note. The advice

received from members of the Derbyshire Fire Service, the East

Midlands Electricity Board and the East Midlands Gas Board is

most useful and stimulates much discussion.

The Secretary of the Committee, Mrs. Parkin, has sent me a

summary of the activities for the year:

“Purchased 6,000 serviettes and distributed them to all schools

in the areas and to old age pensioners’ associations.

“Deafness in Old Age”, arrangements were made for Mr.

Wilby from the Royal School of Deaf to address the Committee.

“Advertisements on Public Transport.” Both the orders with

the Midland General Bus Co. and Trent Motor Traction Co. were

renewed for one year and new posters have been obtained from Mr.

Bartle and sent to the companies for display.

Leaflets from the Electricity Board were distributed.

“Fireguards”. Alfreton and Ripley Councils were asked if they

would like to set examples in their own Council houses by making

fireguards standard fitments, particularly in old people’s accom-

modation. I have been informed that both Alfreton and Ripley

Councils have purchased a number of fireguards and are able to

sell them to the Council house tenants at a lower cost.

With regard to fireguards again, I wrote to A.T.V. Network

Ltd., and sent a copy of a poster illustrating fireguards and asked

them if they could possibly show more advertisements concerning

fireguards. They replied that everything was being done with regard

to this and they would keep my suggestion in mind for the future.

Also in connection with fireguards, two Hardware Firms put on

displays of fireguards.

“Oven Mitts”. As a result of a member of this Committee

bringing an oven mitt to a meeting as his wife had burnt her hand,

this was passed on to the Area Group and as insufficient information

was available, this matter could not be pursued.

Safety in the Home Poster Competition. This was held in June

last year. 410 posters were received from schools in both areas and

33 winners were selected.
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The prizes were presented at the Home Safety Week Exhibi-

tion organised by the Rotary Club of Ripley.

At this Exhibition held in the Church Hall, Ripley, various

stands were on show, e.g. safety rails on baths, carry-cot stands,

non-slip floors, etc. The winning posters were exhibited at the

Exhibition. A very good response from the public.

Home Safety Conference—Southport. Two members were ap-

pointed to attend this.

Posters re Anorak Cords were distributed to schools for display.

200 Home Safety Puzzles were purchased and sent to all

junior schools in both areas.

Circular sent to all shops before Christmas asking if they would

incorporate a home safety message in their Christmas window

displays. Appropriate posters were sent to the various places

and there was a very good response, especially where fireguards

were concerned.”

The Committee by its discussion of problems of safety in or

around the home has stimulated much thought and often action

during the year.

HOUSING—WARDEN SCHEME, IRONVILLE

This scheme of specially designed bungalows for older people is

a great success. Our excellent warden deserves our deep apprecia-

tion for putting into her job far more physically and financially

than could reasonably be expected.

The standard of accommodation and layout is excellent. Indeed

it shows up in a very poor light much of the older accommodation

at Ironville.

It is hoped that the various schemes and suggestions for im-

provement in the area will not be long delayed.

FAMILY PLANNING
The Family Planning Association run a service at the Alfreton

Clinic on behalf of the Derbyshire County Council.

The Clinic is well supported by members of the public and by
enthusiastic voluntary staff members.

The care of the Association in providing skilled and trained

staff and their follow up system are very much appreciated.

“Every child a wanted child” is a comment which needs much
more emphasis. The success of the service will mean much happier
families and should avoid the tremendous burden of large families

on the housewife both physically and financially.

Ideally education in the general problem needs to begin early
in teenage life and culminate with engaged couples attending at the
Clinic for advice.
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DISTURBANCES
The area has had more than its fair share of upset. The closing

of all the pits in the area—formerly the main employers in the area
—interspersed with open cast mining on a large scale is far more
than any town might reasonably be expected to bear.

The foresight of the Council and its Clerk encouraged the start

of a new sewerage scheme many years ago. This has proceeded
steadily and is approaching completion. A measure of its advantages
is the reduction in pail closets from over 1,000 to less than 40 at

present.

In addition factory sites have been and are being developed.

A new by-pass road bringing the town within two minutes of the

Motorway M.l is virtually completed.

In between all these changes the South Derbyshire Water
Board, the East Midlands Electricity Board and the East Midlands
Gas Board have been notable for their contribution to extensive

and frequent road works!

The noise, traffic and dust, mud and inconvenience which the

average resident has had to overcome is very considerable.

It is a considerable pleasure to feel that this has in fact been
overcome with feeling and goodwill.

It augurs well for the District that it is so firmly based and
ready for the future.

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS

General Statistics

Area in Acres 4,957

Population (estimated) ... ... ... 22,600

Population per acre ... ... ... ... 4.5

Number of Inhabited Houses ... ... 7,761

Rateable Value ... ... ... ... ... £661,651

Sum represented by a Penny Rate ... ... £2,605

Live Births registered ... ... ... ... 364

Illegitimate Live Births per cent, of total live

births ... ••• ... ••• ••• ••• 6.6

Birth Rate per 1,000 population 16.1

Adjusted Birth Rate (comparability factor 1.06) 17.0

Birth Rate, England and Wales 16.9

Still Births registered 3

Still Birth Rate per 1,000 Births (live and still) 8.0

Still Birth Rate, England and Wales 14.0

Deaths registered ... ... ... ... 235

Crude Death Rate per 1,000 population ... 10.4

Adjusted Death Rate (comparability factor 1.14) 11.8

Death Rate, England and Wales 11.9

Maternal Deaths (Pregnancy, Childbirth,

Abortion) —
16



Maternal Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live and

still births)

Maternal Mortality, England and Wales ... 0.24

Infant Deaths (under 1 year of age) 5

Infant Mortality per 1,000 live births 14.0

Infant Mortality, England and Wales ... ... 18.0

Infant Deaths (legitimate) under 1 year of age 5

Infant Mortality per 1,000 live births legitimate 14.7

Infant Deaths (illegitimate) under 1 year of age —
Infant Mortality per 1,000 live births illegitimate —
Infant Deaths (under 4 weeks of age) 4

Neonatal Mortality per 1,000 live births ... 11.0

Neonatal Mortality, England and Wales ... 12.3

Infant Deaths (under 1 week of age) 3

Early neonatal mortality per 1,000 live births ... 8.2

Perinatal Deaths (still-births and deaths under

1 week of age) ... ... ... ... 6

Perinatal Mortality per 1,000 live and still-births 16.0

Death Rate per 1,000 population from:

—

Tuberculosis, Respiratory ... ... 0.044

Tuberculosis, Respiratory, England and Wales 0.030

Tuberculosis, other forms 0.044

Tuberculosis, other forms, England and Wales 0.013

Cancer of Lung and Bronchus ... ... 0.487

Cancer of Lung and Bronchus, England and
Wales 0.593

Cancer, other forms ... 1.460

Cancer, other forms, England and Wales 1,723

Table 1

BIRTHS

Births M.

Legitimate

F. Total

Illegitimate

M. F. Total

Live 169 171 340 12 12 24

Still — 1 1 — 2 2
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Table 2

STILL-BIRTHS—1958-1968

Year Number

1958 7
1959 9
1960 12
1961 9
1962 7
1963 6
1964 4
1965 5

1966 8

1967 10

1968 3

Rate per thousand Births

(live and still)

20.2

24.9

32.4

26.9

20.8

16.8

11.2

14.1

24.8

30.0

8.0

Table 3

INFANT AND PERINATAL MORTALITY
Legitimate Illegitimate

Infant Deaths M. F. Total M. F. Total

Under 1 year of age 4 1 5 — — —
Under 4 weeks of age 3 1 4 — — —
Under 1 week of age 2 1 3 — — —
Perinatal Deaths 2 2 4 — 2 2

Table 4

COMPARATIVE TABLES—1958-1968

Infant

Mortality

Birth Rate Death Rate Rate

Population (per 1,000 of (per 1,000 of (per 1,000

Year (estimated) population) population) live births)

1958 23,190 14.7 10.3 17.7

1959 23,480 15.0 10.7 34.0

1960 23,460 15.3 10.3 19.5

1961 23,110 14.1 10.6 27.6

1962 23,050 14.6 11.6 32.6

1963 23,020 15.3 11.1 14.2

1964 22,830 15.5 11.1 28.3

1965 22,820 15.3 11.0 11.4

1966 22,740 13.8 10.9 6.4

1967 22,650 14.0 10.9 19.0

1968 22,600 16.1 10.4 14.0
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Table 5

B5

CAUSES OF DEATH

Tuberculosis of Respiratory System ...

M. F. Total

1 1

B6 Other Tuberculosis, Incl. Late Effects 1 — l

B18 Other Infective and Parasitic Diseases 1 — 1

B19(l) Malignant Neoplasm—Stomach 3 3 6

B19(2) Malignant Neoplasm—Lung, Bronchus 8 3 11

B19(3) Malignant Neoplasm—Breast ... 2 2

B19(4) Malignant Neoplasm—Uterus ...
— 3 3

B19(6) Other Malignant Neoplasms, etc. 14 8 22

B20 Benign and Unspecified Neoplasms — 1 1

821 Diabetes Mellitus 2 3 5

B46(l) Other Endocrine, etc. Diseases 1 1 2

B23 Anaemias 1 — 1

B46(4) Other Diseases of Nervous System, etc. 1 — 1

B26 Chronic Rheumatic Heart Disease — 1 1

B27 Hypertensive Disease 3 4 7

B28 Ischaemic Heart Disease 45 23 68

B29 Other Forms of Heart Disease ... 5 5 10

B30 Cerebrovascular Disease 14 21 35

B46(5) Other Diseases of Circulatory System . .

.

5 2 7

B31 Influenza 2 1 3

B32 Pneumonia 6 7 13

B33(l) Bronchitis and Emphysema 7 7 14

B33(2) Asthma ... ... ... ... — 1 1

B46(6) Other Diseases of Respiratory System 2 1 3

B46(7) Other Diseases of Digestive System 1 2 3

B38 Nephritis and Nephrosis — 1 1

B46(8) Other Diseases, Genito-Urinary System — 1 1

B46(10) Diseases of Musculo-Skeletal System 1 — 1

B42 Congenital Anomalies ... — 1 1

B43 Birth Injury, Difficult Labour, etc. ... 2 1 3

B45 Symptoms and Ill-Defined Conditions 1 — 1

BE47 Motor Vehicle Accidents 1 — 1

BE48 All Other Accidents 1 1 2

BE49 Suicide and Self-Inflicted Injuries ... 1 1 2

Total All Causes 129 106 235

DEATHS (AGE IN YEARS)
0-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75 +

M ... 8 5 34 39 43
F ... 4 5 13 37 47

19



TABLE 6

DISEASES NOTIFIED DURING THE YEAR 1968

AGE GROUPS

All Ages
Under 1 year
1—
2—
3—
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— 4
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— 4— 2
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45— ...

65 and over 2 —
Age Unknown
*—Infective Jaundice notifiable from 15th June, 1968
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4
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FACTORIES ACT 1961

PART I OF THE ACT
1—INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health

(including inspections made by Public Health Inspectors)

Premises
(i)

(i) Factories in which Sections

1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 are to be
enforced by Local

Authorities

(ii) Factories not included in (i)

in which Section 7 is en-

forced by the Local Author-

ity

(iii) Other premises in which
Section 7 is enforced by the

Local Authority (excluding

out-workers’ premises)

Number Number of
on Inspect Written Occupiers

register tions Notices Prosecuted
(2 ) (3 ) (4) (5)

3 5 —

86 38 —

5 745

Total 94 788

2—Cases in which DEFECTS were found
(If defects are discovered at the premises on two, three or

more separate occasions they should be reckoned as two, three

or more “cases”)

Particulars

( 1 )

Want of cleanliness (S.l)

Number of cases in which defects were found
Number of

l
cases in which

Referred prosecutions
Found Remedied To H.M. By H.M. were

Inspector Inspector instituted

(2) (3) (4) (5 ) (6)

Overcrowding (S.2) ... — — —
Unreasonable temperature

(S.3) — — 1

Other offences against

the Act — — 3

TOTAL — — 5
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PART VIII OF THE ACT
Outwork

(Sections 133 and 134)

Section 133 Section 134

No. of out-
workers in

August list

required by
Section 133

Nature of Work (1) (c)

(1) (2)

No. of
cases of

default in

sending
lists to

the Council

(3)

No. of pros-
ecutions for
failure to

supply lists

(4)

No. of
instances

of work in

unwholesome
premises

(5)

Notices
served

(6)

Prosecutions

(7)

Wearing apparel,

making etc. 22 — — — — —

Total 22 — — — — —
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Annual Report o| the Chief Public Health Inspector

To the Chairman and Members of the Council

Mr. Chairman, Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in submitting to you my Annual Report tor

the year 1968.

NUISANCES
Systematic inspection of the district is carried out for the

detection of nuisances. 99 Preliminary Notices were served and

29 Statutory Notices. No legal proceedings were taken.

COMPLAINTS 1968

The following list has been extracted from the Complaints

Book. Every complaint received is recorded and a visit and

enquiry made into the circumstances.

Absence of Water Supply 4

Burst Pipes *

Choked Drains 28

Dampness to Houses 23

Defective Brickwork 2

brickwork to fireback

Ceiling plaster 3

chimney stacks and pots ... 5

doors 5

door frames 5

drains 13

dustbins 18

eavesgutters 5

flashings to chimney stacks 2

floors 4

hot water system 5

iron covers to inspection

chambers 1

outside decoration 0

pan closets 1

paving 5

pointing to brickwork 16

rainwater downspouts ... 1

ridge fillets 2

roofs 18

sinks 1

sink waste pipes 3

wall 3

wall plaster 19
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wash hand basins 0
w.c. cisterns 10
w.c. pedestals 8
w.c. seats 0
windows 9
window cords 7
window frames 3

Articles lost in Salvage 8
Foreign substances in food 5
Leaking cesspools 3

Noise nuisances 3
Obnoxious smells 16
Offensive accumulation of refuse 15
Salvage not collected 4
Smoke nuisances 1

Dustbins not emptied 65
Vermin: Ants 20

Beetles 7
Mice 26
Rats 35

Wasps 26
Miscellaneous 68

533

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA
House and Trade Refuse:

Portable ashbins in use and emptied by the Council 9,148
Premises visited for collection of trade refuse under
agreement 60
Premises visited for collection of salvage 192

Nightsoil

Pail closets emptied by Council 34
Closet sumps emptied by Council 0
Cesspools emptied by Council 35
Water closets in area 7,244

Conversions
Pail closets converted to water carriage system
during the year 42

W.C. CONVERSION SCHEME
Work was undertaken to prepare schemes for the provision

of water closets at Birks Terrace, Somercotes and the conversions

of 12 pan closets at Websters Row, Alfreton.

This completed the majority of the conversions which were
possible with the provisions of the new sewers and sewage dis-

posal works throughout the district.
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SWIMMING POOLS

During the year 24 samples were taken from the Alfreton

Lido for bacteriological examination; all were classed as satisfac-

tory.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1936 -SECTION 75

DUSTBINS
The system of replacing dustbins is as follows:

—

Defective bins are reported by refuse collectors. A letter is

then sent to the owner requesting replacement of the defective bin.

After a lapse of a reasonable time, a Statutory Notice is served

on the owner, giving him 28 days in which to provide same.

281 new dustbins were provided at 90 private premises;. 188

council houses and 8 other council premises. 45 Preliminary

Notices and 9 Statutory Notices were served.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936—SECTIONS 235-248

COMMON LODGING HOUSES

There is only one common lodging house in the district. This

is registered for 20 male inhabitants. It is frequently visited,

the rooms are clean, well ventilated, and the walls and ceilings

are painted to facilitate cleansing at prescribed intervals. Cooking

facilities and washing accommodation are satisfactory, all beds

are clean and comfortable.

Instruction is afforded to Student Public Health Inspectors

and this is one of the Public Health Services we can show to

colleagues who do not have a Common Lodging House in their

district.

HOUSING
Although no new houses were provided during the year for

slum clearance purposes, the decision of the Council to allocate

houses from general letting to the department allowed us to offer

a number of tenants in unfit properties alternative accommodation.

I hope that we shall be able to continue to use this method of

rehousing the most urgent cases until substantial numbers of new
houses are available.

HOUSING ACT—1957

During the year the following work has been carried out:

—

Houses Erected:

(a) by local authority 18

(b) by other bodies and persons 11

Houses under erection:

(a) by local authority 19

(b) by other bodies and persons 7
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Inspection of Dwelling Houses
Number of dwelling houses inspected for housing

defects (under Public Health and Housing Act) ... 309
Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so

dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for

human habitation 8
Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in

consequence of action (formal or informal) by the
local authority 32

Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
demolition orders were made 8

Number of dwelling houses demolished in pursuance
of demolition orders 12

Number of persons displaced 11

Number of dwelling houses in respect of which under-
takings were accepted 0

Number of dwelling houses where undertakings have
been accepted that have become empty 0

Number of persons displaced 0
Number of dwelling houses in respect of which under-

takings were determined 0
Number of premises in respect of which closing orders

were made 1

Number of applications for improvement grants

approved by the Council (houses involved) 71

The following table summarises the four quarterly returns

made to the Ministry during 1968.

Houses in Clearance Areas and Unfit Houses Elsewhere,

Return for the Year 1968

Displaced

Houses during year

Demolished Families

A—Houses Demolished
In clearance areas 0 0

Not in clearance areas:

(4) as a result of formal or

informal procedure under

Sec. 17(1) Housing Act,

1957 12 4

HOUSING ACT, 1964

By owner

E—Unfit Houses made Fit

(11) After informal action by

local authority ... ... 23

By Local

Authority

0
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F—Houses in which defects were

remedied (other than unfit

houses made fit) after

formal notice under Public

Health Acts **

Houses demolished during the year:

—

In clearance Areas—Nil

Individual Demolition Orders:

—

Alfreton—66, 68 King Street.

Somercotes—38, 40, 42 Birchwood Lane.

Swanwick—78 Pentrich Road, 54 and 54a Derby Road.

Other Properties Demolished:

—

Alfreton— 1 Mansfield Terrace, Colliery Manager s

House, Cotes Park, 85, 87 King Street.

Closing Orders:—Nil.

CARAVAN DWELLERS

During recent years the position regarding the use of un-

authorised sites by caravan dwellers engaged in casual work seems

to have worsened. Action to provide sufficient sites has not mater-

ialised and your inspectors have consequently still had to press

owners to move caravans off land and then arrange for the clearing

up of left litter and refuse. With authorities reluctant to have sites

within their boundaries and the caravaners determined not to

change their mode of life, it does not appear as if any change

in the circular movement from one area to another is taking place.

RENT ACT, 1957

Certificates of Disrepair

During the year no applications for Certificates of Disrepair

or cancellations of same were received.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955

Part 1. General provisions and sale of food and drugs

Sections 1-7

Sampling of Food and Drugs is undertaken by the County

Analyst as the Food and Drugs Authority. Mr. J. Markland has

kindly supplied me with information of such work carried out

by his department as follows:

—

“71 samples, including 15 milks, were taken under the above

Act in the area of the Alfreton Urban District Council during the

year 1968.

“One sample of Untreated Milk was deficient in fat. A formal

sample was taken and found to be satisfactory.

“A sample of Pork Sausages was slightly deficient in meat

and a formal sample was taken. This sample was also deficient

in meat and the manufacturer was cautioned.
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“The remaining samples were classed as satisfactory/’

Following consumer complaints the following samples were
submitted for examination by the Council:

—

Piece of wire in a cream biscuit.

Piece of glass in a lib. Jar of Bovril.

Piece of cardboard in a lib. box of chocolates.

Piece of wood in a tin of stewed steak.

Piece of metal in a Date and Walnut cake.

Mould on two sliced loaves.

Mould on the bottom of a steak and kidney pie.

Mould on the top of a fruit pie.

Mould on an ice lolly.

MILK SAMPLES
Eight bottles and eleven individual milk samples were taken

during the year for examination for brucella abortus.

One positive guinea pig test was recorded.

VOLUNTARY SURRENDER OF UNSOUND FOOD
Sections 8-12

All condemned food excepting meat is taken to the Council’s

Depot at Leabrooks where it is satisfactorily disposed of.

Total weight of food condemned during 1968:

—

17 cwts. 1 qtr. 19 lbs. 0 ozs.

FOOD HYGIENE
Frequent visits are made to the food shops in the district to

ensure compliance with the Food Hygiene Regulations.

In addition, inspections are made when possible of mobile

trading shops and food delivery vehicles operating within the

district.

Food Shops—26 Preliminary Notices involving non-

compliance with various regulations were served on owners and

occupier of food businesses in the area.

The following is a list extracted from the notices:

—

Unsanitary Premises ... ... ... ... —
Maintenance of Machinery and Equipment ... —
Protection of food from risk of contamination ... 12

Smoking whilst handling food ... ... ... 1

Condition of sanitary conveniences 7

Facilities for washing hands ... ... ... 9

Facilities for first-aid ... ... ... ... 1

Facilities for outdoor clothing ... ... ... —
Facilities for washing equipment

Ventilation of food rooms 1

Lighting of food rooms ... ... ... ... —
Cleanliness and repair of food rooms ... ... 26
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Accumulation of refuse ... ••• •••

Temperature at which certain foods are to be kept

General requirements as to stalls and vehicles ...

68

Alfreton Market—Regular inspections are made by your In-

spectors of the food stalls on the open market m Institute Lane. In

the main the stallholders are co-operative and only sweets, con-

fectionery, fish, fruit and vegetables are sold.

The Council have provided toilet facilities on Alfreton Market.

LICENSED PREMISES

There are 41 licensed premises in the urban area, situated as

follows :—Alfreton 17, Somercotes 9, Leabrooks 2, Pye Bridge 1,

Ironville 1, Golden Valley 1, Swanwick 4, and Riddings 6.

Routine inspections are made to ensure compliance with the

Food Hygiene Regulations.

ICE CREAM (Heat Treatment, etc.) REGULATIONS, 1959

All premises in which ice cream is manufactured, stored and

sold have been subjected to regular inspection. All premises

registered must be suitably lighted and ventilated, and have

satisfactory washing facilities, hot and cold water, clean towels and

soap available.
. . .

During the year three traders applied for registration of their

premises for the sale of ice cream as follows:

Mr. F. D. Leivers, 35 Birchwood Lane, Somercotes.

Dorothy Norman and Edna Allen, 86 George Street, Riddings.

Mr. L. Bartram, Cotes Park Inn, Nottingham Road, Somer-

cotes.

During the year 9 samples of ice cream were taken and sub-

mitted for examination. The results were as follows:

—

Grade 1 7 samples Grade 2 2 samples.

MEAT INSPECTION

The following animals were inspected during the period 1st

January to the 31st December, 1968, and represents 100 per cent,

inspection service.

Beasts

Calves

Pigs

Sheep

20,922

562
14,295

18,403

54,182
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Animals Killed and Inspected

Beasts
Alfreton

—

1 ... 97
Somercotes

—

2 ... —
Leabrooks

—

3 ... 1,121

Swanwick

—

4 ... 77
5 ... 19,627

20,922

Calves Pigs Sheep Total

— 597 — 694

— 103 8 111

7 1,333 3,390 5,851

2

553
76

12,186

276
14,729

431

47,095

562 14,295 18,403 54,182

During this period the total weight of meat and offal con-
demned amounted to 75 tons 9 cwts. 3 qrs. 8 lbs.

The following carcases were condemned:

—

Calves:

19 Immaturity

4 Joint ill

4 Oedema
1 Pneumonia
1 Pyaemia

Beasts:

—

1 Septic peritonitis

4 severe bruising

14 emaciation

4 Qedema
1 pyaemia
4 septicaemia

1 septic metritis

2 fevered

2 septic pneumonia
1 johnes disease

1 multiple tumours

1 generalised tuberculosis

Pigs:

—

1 haemorrhagic enteritis, metritis and pyrexia
5 multiple abscesses

1 badly bruised and pyrexia

8 emaciation

1 generalised tuberculosis

Sheep:

—

13 emaciation

1 septicaemia

1 fevered

2 septic pneumonia
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1 oedema
1 bruising

1 black mould

Weight of offal condemned amounted to:

—

Beef—part carcases

Beef—offal

Pork—part carcases

Pork—offal

Mutton—part carcases

Mutton—offal ...

CARCASES INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED

Cattle

excluding

Cows Cows Calves

Sheep
and
Lambrs Pigs

Number killed ... 4,186 16,736 562 18,403 14,295

Number inspected 4,186

All Diseases except T.B.:

—

16,736 562 18,403 14,295

Whole carcases

condemned ... 4 36 34 81 17

Carcases of which

some part or organ

was condemned 322 9,310 24 1,048 734

Percentage of the

number inspected

with disease other

than tuberculosis 77.8% 55.8% 10.3% 6.1% 5.2%

Tuberculosis only:

—

Whole carcases

condemned ... —
Carcases of which

1 — — 1

some part or organ

was condemned — 5 _ _ 124

Percentage of the number
inspected affected

with T.B. 0.0% 0.03% 0.0% 0.0% 0.81%

A further increase in the annual throughput for the area was
recorded in the year.

From November 1st the use of wiping cloths on carcases was
prohibited. Although this increased the use of the cold water pres-

sure sprays for cleaning carcases, the “paper wiper” has become
popular as a substitute for the cloth.

Lbs.

5,410

139,520

514
1,816

231

2,218
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Cysticercus Bovis

10 cases were detected in 1968 and the cold storage facilities

used were at Chesterfield, Sheffield and Derby. It is our custom
to inspect the certificate issued by the Manager of the receiving

Cold Storage Depot and record the date and the number of the

same.

Slaughtermen

37 licences have been issued to slaughtermen in this district.

All trainees are tested in their skill in the use of a mechanically

operated instrument before a licence is issued to them.

THE SHOPS’ ACT
The following details have been extracted from the register of

shops.

Canteens Food Other

and Cafes Shops Premises Total

Alfreton 27 59 87 173

Somercotes 11 41 38 90

Leabrooks 2 9 10 21

Riddings 4 19 19 42

Swanwick 3 14 15 32

Pye Bridge 1 3 1 5

Ironville and Codnor Park 3 9 4 16

Golden Valley ...' — 1 — 1

51 155 174 380

FACTORIES ACT, 1961

The Surveyor co-operates with the department by submitting

to me all plans in respect of factories for my perusal and observa-

tions, prior to planning permission being granted. The system works

satisfactorily.

Deletions from and additions to the list of Factories and Work-

places noted by H.M. Inspector of Factories reported to me on

Form 143, Section 8(3) are duly recorded and the Register kept

up to date at all times. 94 premises are listed in the Register.

OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES ACT, 1963

The following tables indicate the work carried out by the

department.
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Table A
REGISTRATIONS and general inspections

Number of

registered

Total premises

Number of number of receiving

premises registered a general

registered premises inspection

during at end during

Class of premises the year of year the year

(1) (2) (3) (4)

Offices 3 30 28

Retail Shops 6 173 147

Wholesale Shops, Warehouses ..
— 4 4

Catering establishments open to

the public canteens — 16 16

Fuel storage depots — 1 —
Table B

ANALYSIS OF PERSONS EMPLOYED IN REGISTERED
PREMISES BY WORKPLACE

Number of persons
Class of Workplace employed

(1) (2)

Offices 146
Retail Shops 571
Wholesale departments, warehouses ... ... ... 70
Catering establishments open to the public ... 95
Canteens ... ... ... ... ... ... —
Fuel storage depots 2

Total ... 884

Total Males 270 Total Females 614

Table D
EXEMPTIONS

Nil

Table E
PROSECUTIONS

Nil

Table F.

INSPECTORS
Number of inspectors appointed under Section 52 m or (51

of the Act ... ... ... ... _ 2
Number of other staff employed for most of their time on

work in connection with the Act Nil
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CLEAN AIR ACT, 1956

In June 1968 the Alfreton No. 2 Smoke Control Order in
respect of 113 acres of land at Somercotes was confirmed by the
Minister of Housing and Local Government.

The preparation of No. 3 and No. 4 Areas was commenced so
that these could be submitted for Council approval early in 1969.
Prior Approval for Boiler Plant

Two applications for prior approval of boiler plant have been
received and recommendations made.

EAST MIDLAND DIVISION OF NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR
CLEAN AIR

N.E. DERBYSHIRE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE FOR
CLEAN AIR

Councillor J. W. Roberts and I, attended the meetings of the
Society and the local Consultative Committee during the year. We
found these meetings most interesting and instructive.
Smoke Measuring Instruments

Daily records have been kept and submitted to the Department
of Scientific and Industrial Research. The instruments, one situated
in the centre of Somercotes and the other situated at the office in
the central area of the town, are both set up with equipment to
make records of sulphur dioxide concentrations by the volumetric
method. (See Statistic Details).
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RIDING ESTABLISHMENTS ACT, 1964

One application for registration under the Act was received

from the Parkside Riding School.

The premises were inspected by a Veterinary Officer and the

licence issued.

PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951

Applications were received for the renewal of licences to keep

Pet Shops by Mr. C. Bagguley, 4 High Street, Swanwick; and Mr.

H. H. Statham, 9 Cavendish Road, Matlock (pet stall on Alfreton

Market). Both applications were approved subject to no nuisance

being caused and the payment of the requisite fee.

DERBYSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL ACT, 1954

HAIRDRESSERS — SECTION 146

Hairdressing establishments in the area are registered and

inspected prior to approval. The table shows the number of premises

and changes during the year.

Number of registered premises, December 1967 ... 40

Number of premises closed during 1968 ... —
Number of premises registered during 1968 ... —
Number of registered premises, December 1968 ... —

40

PETROLEUM (CONSOLIDATION) ACTS, 1928 AND 1936

CELLULOSE SOLUTION REGULATIONS, 1934

PETROLEUM SPIRIT (CONVEYANCE BY ROAD)
REGULATIONS, 1959

HOME OFFICE CIRCULARS 5/1, ETC.

Number of licences issued to store petroleum during 1968 . .

.

Number of licences issued to store petrol in can stores

during 1968
Number of licences issued to store carbide during 1968 ...

Total storage capacity of petroleum spirit in tanks and can
stores

Total storage capacity of carbide of calcium ...

41

6
1

115,500

112 lbs.

£ s.

40 15

1 10

5

d.

0

0

0

Fees collected in respect of petroleum licences

Fees collected in respect of can store licences

Fees collected in respect of carbide licences

All licensed premises have been inspected during the year.

One new tank was installed during the year and four tanks
pressure tested.
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RODENT CONTROL
The department is responsible for a continuous effort to control

rodent infestations in the district.

64 such complaints were received and satisfactorily dealt with.
Daily inspections are made by the Rodent Operator of the tip and
its surroundings and evidence of an infestation, however small, is
quickly noticed, and the necessary action taken. Legal proceedings
were not required and it is pleasing to record that all owners and
occupiers of property are usually most anxious to co-operate in the
eradication of rats, mice and other vermin.

I would like to record my appreciation of the co-operation of
the Infestation Division of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food, Nottingham and also to the Pest Control Department for their
valuable assistance in dealing with complaints received re rabbits and
others pests under their control.

There are no serious infestations on farms.
Sewer treatments were carried out twice during the year and

frequent inspections and treatment as required carried out at the
sewage disposal works.

Complaints from householders regarding wasp nests, silver fish,
ants, cockroaches, etc., are also dealt with by the department.

The following work under this heading has been carried out:

—

Alfreton . .

.

Somercotes
Leabrooks
Pye Bridge

Swanwick
Riddings . .

.

Codnor Park
Golden Valley

First
Treatment

30
10

7

4
10

10

6
3

Second
Treatment

43
22
5

3

14

14

13

3

Total 80 117

197

Sewage Works
All sewage works have been visited during the year and the

following have received treatment:

—

Alfreton 3

Highfields 1

Swanwick 1

Pye Bridge 1

After treatment no further activity was noticeable.

51 visits have been made to sewage works and Council premises,
16 treatments given; 114 visits were made to Council houses, etc.,

and 47 treatments given; 467 visits were made to private houses, 163
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treatments given; 139 visits were made to business premises and 45

treatments given; smallholdings, etc., 214 visits were made and 76

treatments given.

Total number of visits made during the year:

—

Sewer inspection chamber ... ... ... 197

Council houses, etc. ... ... ... ... 114

Private houses ... ... ... ... ... 467

Business premises ... ... ... ••• 130

Other visits including farms and smallholdings 214

Sewage works, etc. ... ... ... ... 17

1139

PUBLIC CLEANSING
The Public Cleansing Service

The financial details for this service relate to the year ending

31st March, 1969. The figures have been checked against the books

kept by the Council’s Financial officer. Every possible economy has

been effected consistent with the maintenance of an efficient service.

Staff

The staff of the public cleansing department is as follows:

—

Refuse Collection

3 Motor drivers

10 Loaders
4 Wheelers-out

4 Bin Lads
Refuse Disposal

1 Driver—Muledozer
2 Men—tip face

Nightsoil Collection and
Cesspools

1 Driver

Depot
1 Foreman
1 Man

Salvage

2 Men baling paper and
textiles

1 Man baled destructor

scrap and metals

Also the wages of three men
divided between 30 men
as a bonus

Collection

We have maintained the weekly collection of domestic and
trade refuse from all premises within the district. The object of the
department is to provide the ratepayers with the best possible service
at all times of the year.

We endeavour to remove all articles the householders wish to
dispose of and make separate collections where it is necessary to clear
a house of its effects.

Protective Clothing

As in the previous year, all workmen have been provided with
two suits of overalls and protective gloves. Reinforced gloves are
provided for handling baled destructor scrap, etc. Each workman
is also provided with a donkey jacket, and the men working on the
face of the tip issued with protective legginettes.
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Depot

Messroom, locker room, showers and clothes drying room are
provided for the workmen.

Garages

We have one large garage (containing an inspection pit) for two
S. and D. Fore and Aft Refuse Collectors. On each side we have
a smaller building. One is used for garaging the Muledozer, the
other as a workshop for the stripping, sorting and grading of non-fer-
rous metals prior to sale. There is also a Paper Baling Shed with
extensions providing accommodation for three S. and D. Refuse
Collectors.

Nightsoil Collection

A regular service was maintained at premises in the area. Closet
pails were emptied at least once per week; in cases of overcrowded
premises, pails are emptied twice weekly. Cesspools have been
emptied free of charge twice per year, and where necessary, additional
clearances have been charged for. The revenue from these sources
can be ascertained by reference to the costing report on services.

Leabrooks Controlled Tip

The Council has 14 acres of land at Leabrooks which has pro-
vided good tipping and depot facilities over the past years. However,
space is now available for only another 3 years tipping. As areas of
land suitable for refuse disposal become increasingly scarce the
methods of refuse treatment must be reviewed.

Direct incineration and pulverization plants are being con-
structed in many authorities to provide for the disposal of today’s
refuse, and with these plants tipping of crude refuse is obviated
together with many of the nuisances which arise from time to time
on our tips.

The establishment of refuse disposal authorities to serve large

populations may provide an answer to the problems.
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HOUSE REFUSE COLLECTION
Tons £ s. d.

S. & D. (1) removed 362 488 3 0
S. & D. (2) 3546 1807 15 2
S. & D. (3) 3613 1956 5 8
S. & D. (5) „ 4049 2324 3 0

Based on Test Weighing ... 11570 6576 6 10

The wages of the loaders (excluding on costs), £12,574 9s. 3d.
together with £6,576 6s. lOd. cost of motors, gives a figure of 33s. Id.
per ton compared with 32s. 9d. in 1967/68.

Wages including on costs were, loaders £15,099 8s. lOd. together
with £6576 6s. lOd. cost of motors, giving a figure of 37s. 6d. per
ton compared with 36s. 8d. in 1967/68.

TRADE REFUSE
The income from 62 business premises for the collection of trade

refuse not having any salvage value, and including various firms who
deposit refuse on the tip at a charge of 6s. 8d. per load was
£637 14s. lOd.

TRADE REFUSE COLLECTION
Expenditure

Loaders’ wages ...

Hire of lorries ..

Income
Trade refuse

1967—£103 16s. Od. CR.

£ s. d. £ s. d.

83 3 9

300 8 8

383 12 5

637 14 10

£254 2 5 CR.

476 tons of trade refuse were collected and 1,297 tons of trade

refuse were deposited at Leabrooks tip, making a total of 1,773 tons.

SALVAGE ACCOUNT
Expenditure

Lorry Hire

Wages
Baling Wire
Repairs to presses

Sundries

£ s. d.

514 4 7

3277 5 0
82 5 0
27 1 0
39 7 6

£3940 3 1

1967—£3,768 Is. 7d.
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Income Tons Cwts. Qrs. Lbs. £ s. d.

Mixed Waste Paper ... 130 10 2 0 1100 13 6

Newspaper 56 8 1 0 529 16 3

Fibreboard 76 1 0 0 814 18 0

Baled Destructor Scrap 81 11 2 0 395 9 6

Light Scrap Iron 53 17 0 0 167 8 6

Medium Cast Iron ... 16 11 0 0 146 17 10

Steel Scrap 7 16 0 0 59 16 0

Non-Ferrous Metals ... 4 8 2 16 841 4 7

Rags ... 1 2 1 21 27 16 5

428 6 1 19 £4084 0 7

REFUSE DISPOSAL ACCOUNT
Expenditure £ s. d.

Wages on Tip 2777 6 7

Lorry Hire ... 55 16 9

Weatherill ... 1106 4 2

Sundries 34 18 1

£3974 5 7

1967—£4,556 19s. 8d.

13,343 tons of refuse were disposed of at 6s. per ton as com-
pared with 7s. 4d. per ton in 1967.

N/GHTSOIL COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL ACCOUNT
Expenditure

Loaders’ wages
Lorry hire

Sundries

Income

Emptying cesspools . .

.

£ s. d. £ s. d.

262 7 0
713 4 8

17 12 10

993 4 6

25 0 0

£968 4 6

1967—£894 4s. 9d.

672 tons of nightsoil were collected at a cost of 28s. lOd. per
ton, compared with 24 s. 7d. per ton in 1967.
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COMBINED
Collection of Wet and Dry Refuse

—

House Refuse ...

Nightsoil

Trade Refuse ...

COSTING

Tons £ s. d.

11570 19150 16 1

672 968 4 6
476 254 2 SCR.

12718 £19864 18 2

This gives a figure of 31s. 3d. per ton as compared with 31s. Od.
per ton in 1967.

SICKNESS RETURN FOR THE YEAR 1968/69
Sick Unpaid Other
Pay Sickness Time Lost Total

1. Number of men involved ... 26 4 15 45

(Actual 30)
2. Hours lost r ... 2735^ 252 396 3383^
3. Percentage of (2) to (5) ... 4.4 0.4 0.6 5.4
4. Total number of men employed 30
5. Possible working hours ... 61417
6. Percentage of registered disabled persons to total staff:

(a) commencement period 3,23
(b) end of period 3.23

7. Number in (1) absent through illness

accident ... ... 1

EFFICIENCY STATISTICS
Collection of house and trade refuse (including salvage collected

separately).

Number of premises from which refuse is collected,

as per Rating and Valuation Roll ... ... 8381

Number of dustbins emptied weekly per annum ... 9148

Estimated tonnage 12474

^Number of collectors ... ... ... ... ... 16

Weight of refuse collected per man hour per day
(365 days per annum) 5.6 cwts.

^Number of bins emptied per man hour ... ... 14.5

^Number of premises cleared per man hour 13.2

Total refuse collected (in tons) ... ... ... 12474

Weight (in cwts.) per 1,000 population per day (365
days per annum) 29.7 cwts.

^Excluding driver who does not load.
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CONTROL OF PESTS

Expenditure

Wages
Materials

£ s. d. £ s. d.

345 16 6

38 16 5

384 12 11

Income
Business premises 30 13 7

£353 19 4

1967—£351 14s. 7d.

My thanks are due to my assistant, Mr. R. W. Lander, Mr. D.

Wrigglesworth (Authorised Meat Inspector), Mrs. J. Barker (Student

Public Health Inspector), and Mrs. L. Day and Miss J. Clarke for

their work in the office.

I would also thank my Depot Staff who, under Mr. T. A. Smith,

have competently carried out the refuse collection and disposal

throughout the district for the year.

B. WELLS
Chief Public Health Inspector.
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Surveyor's Report for 1968

To: The Chairman and Members of the

Alfreton Urban District Council.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in submitting a brief report which contains only

matters which directly or indirectly affect the health of the popula-

tion.

SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL
New Sewage Scheme — Stage III — Alfreton

New Works
The new Alfreton Sewage Works sited on approximately 25

acres of land to the north-west of Alfreton Colliery are designed

for a dry weather flow of 1.275 million gallons per day. Good
progress was made on the construction during 1968 and it was

obvious that by the middle of 1969 the works would at least be

operative.

The installation of the new sludge pressing plant at this works

should relieve to some extent a growing sludge disposal problem,

as the new industries at Cotes Park will increase the amount of

solids being discharged at Alfreton Works. It may be possible to

cart sludge from the other two works to be pressed at Alfreton

eventually.

New Foul Sewers
(a) Work was completed during this year on a part of the new

gravity sewer from Sleetmoor to Damsteads. The second half

of this sewer will be constructed in 1969 when work commences
on the construction of the dual carriageway on A.61.

(b) The second half of the foul sewer from Cotes Park between
Mansfield Road and the new works has now been laid.

(c) A new 12in. foul sewer was laid under the new by-pass
south of Nuttall Street, Alfreton before the by-pass was constructed

to serve the Swanwick Colliery area for industry.

(d) A new foul sewer has been laid from Somercotes in a north-
westerly direction to join an existing sewer under the new by-pass
by Messrs. Taylor Woodrow Ltd. to serve their new industrial

estate.

Surface Water Sewers
(a) A large new surface water sewer leading from Cotes Park

Industrial Estate to the top pond in Birchwood Woods was com-
pleted in June, 1968. This was a difficult sewer to lay as it was
deep and solid rock was encountered.

(b) Plans for the culverting of Hickton Road Brook are being
prepared.
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(c) A new surface water sewer averaging 24in. was laid aa^^nt
to the new foul sewer from Taylor Woodrow’s site to the new
by-pass culvert. Full provision has now been made for surface water
run-off from this industrial estate in the future.

Existing Sewage Works
Damage

Considerable damage has been caused at Sewage Disposal
Works and at pumping stations throughout the area, particularly at
Meadow Lane where the distributors on the filter beds were
completely wrecked causing difficulties until the new works came
into operation.

ALFRETON LIDO
Attendances

Total attendances at the Lido in the summer of 1968 were
113,607 and this was approximately 10,000 less than the previous
year. This total was made up of 87,354 swimmers (including 11.363
school children in organised parties for instruction) and 26*253
spectators.

Filtration, Chlorination, etc.

The trouble that had been experienced in previous years with
the filtration and chlorination of the paddling pool because of the
inadequate equipment provided has now been overcome. The water
from this pool has now been coupled to the main filters and prob-
lems over levels and pressures which previously made this difficult

have been ironed out. All samples taken from the pools for bacterio-
logical examination have proved to be satisfactory, despite the good
days when the pools were crowded.
Cafe and Shop

A good service was provided at the cafe for hot drinks and
snacks and the wages of the staff kept down to a minimum. Despite
this however the summer was very poor and a small loss was made
on the cafe and shop.

Lido Flat

Small additions were made to the lido flat by the provision of
an extra room at the bottom of the entrance stairs to cater for the
needs of the Baths Superintendent’s family.

HIGHWAYS
Road Constructions

(a) High Street, Alfreton.—A further length of the main street

from the “King Alfred” to the trunk road was excavated and new
foundations and hot rolled asphalt surfacing laid. The access to

Institute Lane was improved and a lay-by for unloading vehicles pro-
vided in front of “Fine Fare” together with an expanse of coloured
paving.
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(b) Quarry Road, Somercotes.—The surface of this road and

footpaths had for several years been disturbed by Public Under-

takings trenches. It was possible at last to give it new foundations

and a safe surface.

(c) An extension was made to the road on the Nix s
.

Hill

Industrial Estate towards Taylor Woodrow’s proposed estate, giving

better access to workmen.

(d) The provision of a footpath and small road widening was

carried out on Newlands Road in front of newly built properties.

During these road operations some nuisance from noise and

dust is inavoidable. Although every precaution was taken by using

muffs on the drills to reduce noise, the main noise came from the

compressor itself and a more modern noise insulated compressor

is desirable.

New Road Industrial Estate

In view of the Cotes Park Industrial Estate being extended

to the south-west towards Birchwood it became necessary to revise

the width of the industrial estate road leading from Nottingham

Road towards Cotes Park Colliery site. A 30ft. carriageway with a

10ft. footpath on the north side is being constructed with allowance

made for an additional 10ft. footpath to be constructed on the south

side in the future.

Private Streets

There were no private streets taken over in this year other

than those on new estates.

Street Lighting

During the summer of 1968 approximately 650 side street

lights were converted to provide illumination in the early morning.

In addition to this at the end of the year, 41 lamps in the

vicinity of schools and children’s crossing points were extended to

sunrise, because of the danger to children going to school through

the introduction of British Standard Time.

HOUSING
Progress — 1968

The number of council houses completed during the year was
19 and none were commenced. A total of 7 houses and bungalows

have been commenced and 11 have been completed by private

enterprise.
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HOUSING PROGRAMME SUMMARY AS AT
31st DECEMBER, 1968

(a) Pre-War houses
Providence Place, Alfreton (existing houses pur-

chased in 1957)
F

10
Providence Place, Alfreton (existing house pur-

chased in 1968) ... ...

P
2

Catherine Street, Alfreton (existing houses pur-
chased in 1957) 7

Alfred Street, Riddings (existing houses pur-
chased in 1957) 6

Coupland Place, Somercotes (existing house pur-
chased in 1962)

y
2Mount Pleasant, Riddings (existing house pur-

chased in 1964)
2

Queen Street, Somercotes (existing house pur-
chased in 1966) ... ... 2

Outram Terrace and King Street, Alfreton (exist-
ing houses taken over 1968) 21

Pentrich Road, Swanwick (existing houses pur-
chased in 1968

P
10

514

(b) Post-War Houses

—

Pease Close Housing Site, Alfreton

Two bedroom bungalows ... 14
One bedroom bungalows ... 8
Three bedroom houses gg
Two bedroom houses ... ... ... jl2
Gregory Flats *.*’

40
Two bedroom houses 6
Firs Estate, Alfreton
Firs Estate, three bedroom ... ... 124
Firs Estate, extension—two bedroom 130
Firs Estate, extension—three bedroom ... 22
Firs Estate, extension—bungalows ... 4
Firs Estate, extension—two bedroom ... 12

Limes Avenue, Alfreton

Three bedroom houses ... ... ... 32
Two bedroom houses ... ... ... 9g
Bungalows g

Colin Street, Alfreton

Bungalows 14
Two bedroom houses ... ... ... 10

Rodgers Lane, Alfreton

Three bedroom houses 3
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Swanwick—South Street and Western Avenue

Three bedroom houses

Kenkast bungalows

Birchwood Lane, Somercotes

Three bedroom houses

Ironville

Houses—three bedroom
Bungalows—Old persons scheme

Cottage Farm Estate, Somercotes

Three bedroom houses

Two bedroom houses

Two bedroom bungalows

One bedroom bungalows

Park Side, Somercotes

Two bedroom houses

Windmill Estate, Biddings

Three bedroom houses

South Spire Site, Somercotes

Three bedroom houses

Two bedroom houses

Two bedroom bungalows

Miners’ Hostel Site, Alfreton

Bungalows

Houses for Sale

Birchwood Lane

—

Three bedroom houses

Two bedroom houses

North Street, Alfreton

—

Two bedroom houses ..

Beech Avenue, Alfreton

—

Three bedroom houses

Two bedroom houses ..

42
18

4

4
19

132

104

8

10

24

12

12

42
8

29— 1,193

1,707

4
4

10

18

50

86

Warden’s Bungalow Scheme, Ironville

The old persons’ bungalow scheme at Ironville consisting of 18

bungalows and one warden’s bungalow was completed during the

year. These dwellings were complete with solid fuel central heating

from a back-boiler and radiators.
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Housing Maintenance
Further progress was made on the pointing of the exteriors of

the pre-war Council houses at Preston Avenue and Swanwick.
The painting of Council house exteriors is proceeding at the

rate of 300 to 350 houses per annum which now ensures a re-
painting period of just over 5 years.

MINE CLOSURES AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF NEW
INDUSTRIES

The anxiety felt by Alfreton residents during the previous year
over mine closures was fully justified for the last one was closed
down during 1968. The unemployment figures for males in the
Urban District rose to over 10 per cent. As a result of pressures
by local M.Ps., Councillors and the publicity of officials appearing
on television the case for grants for ‘grey’ areas was promised to be
implemented despite the Hunt report, and a 25 per cent grant should
be available for developers in the near future.

The development of the Cotes Park Industrial Estate by the
Council to make land available for new industries proceeded apace.

The removal of Cotes Park pit tip is now a matter of urgency
and help from the County Council may be forthcoming.

GENERAL
Pinxton Canal

The filling of the Pinxton Canal by the British Waterways
Board has, as I envisaged and warned the Board, brought about
local problems of flooding during heavy rain. This has necessitated

the laying of further surface water sewers discharging into the

River Erewash.

Flooding of the Erewash
Flooding of highways, houses, recreation grounds and sewage

works continues in the Ironville and Pye Bridge areas. Pressures

must be kept on the Trent River Authority to schedule this length

as a “main river”.

Opencast Coal Sites

N.C.B. Opencast Executive

Work on opencast coal sites to the north west of Swanwick
and north of Alfreton has proceeded during the year. The Council

are concerned that dust and noise nuisance should be kept to a

minimum, especially when the excavations on the Swanwick site

approach the dwelling houses at the northern end of Swanwick.

Private

The working of a clay and coal opencast site at Codnor Park

caused a nuisance to residents due to blasting operations. This site

has now closed down and is derelict. The situation has not improved
despite control being taken over by the Opencast Executive of

the N.C.B.
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A new clay and coal opencast site has been opened out on land

at Lower Somercotes. Some nuisance was caused to local residents

but following representations from this Council the situation has

improved.

I wish to thank the Chairman of the Alfreton Urban District

Council, the Chairmen of all Committees and Members of the

Council for their support and help, and to my staff for their help

and co-operation.

F. P. WALTERS,
Engineer and Surveyor,

Alfreton Urban District Council
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